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Pastor’s Ponderings
April 2018
April showers bring May flowers.
What do May flowers bring?
Pilgrims!
I’ll bet you heard that already. But I couldn’t help myself. Every time I think of May I think of this riddle that my
mother would repeat to us children as soon as this merry month arrived. Although my mother has been gone to
be with the Lord many years now, I can still hear her voice in this memory. Yes, it was really annoying as she
repeated this conundrum all through May. More annoying was hearing my younger brother and sister yell the
answer as loud as they could. Strange that I should be thinking back to that time . . . stranger still to ponder the
word pilgrim at a time other than Thanksgiving.
What is a pilgrim, and why is asking that question so important?
For me, a pilgrim is a traveler, one who is on a journey. That means there is a destination, an end in sight. I, a
pilgrim, am journeying to somewhere or something. I have a goal that I believe is attainable (or why else go on
this journey?). As I ponder this journey that I am on I cannot help but think of John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress.
First published in 1678 and described as “the most perfect and complex of fairy tales,” it still speaks to us today.
It is the story of a pilgrim named Christian who undertakes a journey from City of Destruction to Celestial City.
As Christian makes his way to his final destination he experiences many trials and temptations and struggles to
keep to the path marked out for him: the narrow way. Even though the language is that of the 17th century it is
still an easy read for us today. If you have not read it, it is available for free online (Google it!) or check your
local library.
So, are you getting it? Do you see why my question is so important? All we who have proclaimed Jesus Christ as
Lord are on a faith journey. We are like Christian, pilgrims traveling from This World to the World Which Is to
Come.
Like Christian, we need friends along the way to keep us steady on the narrow road. Are you with me? Can we
accompany each other as we travel through this life? I promise we will stop and smell the May flowers along the
way!
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Lynn

Grief Support Group
Our group has been meeting for over a year now and it has become an important part of the lives of many. Some
people come regularly (every month), others – only when they are feeling the effects of their situation more than
normal.
The group is open to any adult in the area. It is a Christian group that offers an opportunity to share (or not share)
with others who are experiencing the throes of a life-changing event. Although many are dealing with the loss of
a loved one; anyone facing divorce, job change or any event that affects a person emotionally, physically and/or
spiritually share similar feelings. The group meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 1pm in the church
lounge. Meetings generally last an hour or so and are completely confidential.
If you are, or know someone who is dealing with a tough time. Please consider joining the group. There is no
shelf life on grief. Some members of the group are new to their situation; others have been dealing with these
feeling for a long time. Regardless, all are welcome.
In May, the group will meet on Wednesday the 2nd at 1pm in the church lounge. All are welcome.

Baptism Sunday will be on May 6. As always, we will celebrate the newly baptized
with a brunch immediately following worship in the Fellowship Hall. Please let us
know if you will be attending the brunch so we have enough food prepared. To RSVP,
sign-up in the Court, call the Church Office at 585-968-1531, or email the church
secretary at sec@wny.twcbc.com. Thank you.
Cuba Council of Churches Presents the Annual Progressive Dinner on Sunday, May 20.
4:45 p.m. – Opening Prayer and Appetizer at First Baptist Church
5:45 p.m. - Salad and Bread at Our Lady of the Angels
6:30 p.m. – Entrée at North Park Wesleyan
7:30 p.m. – Dessert at Cuba United Methodist
Please bring your own beverage.
Cost is $8 per ticket. Please see Nettie White to purchase your tickets and for more information.

We need at least 50 people to commit by May 8 to proceed with this event.

A reminder that coffee and a treat will be available both BEFORE and AFTER the service. Why
not have that second cup of coffee at church, while enjoying some fellowship with others? Arriving
to church for pre worship duties, singing in the choir, or just an early bird? Please enjoy a cup of
coffee or tea beginning at 9am. Coffee time at the conclusion of the service will continue as normal.
Please consider these opportunities to spend some time with your church family.

Spring
is
coming…. we
hope. And with
spring come lots of activities for the
women at CFB. We’ll be providing
the Baptismal Brunch on May 6th as
we celebrate. Plus, the Table
Ministry is in full gear providing
some goodies to those who could
use a meal, a smile and some
support. As always, please let Pastor
Lynn or Claudia Little know if you
are aware of someone who could use
a little cheer. We are not limited to
the CFB family.
The Rummage Rooms continues to
serve a great need in the community,
while providing an outlet for those
clothes that you don’t wear, need
or.. (fit into anymore). They also
accept household items, but no
longer can accept electronics (TV,
VCR,
DVD
Players,
and
Computers). Small furniture is fine
if not upholstered. We are blessed to

have women who devote so much
time and effort in this mission. If
anyone is interested in helping to
sort or work during hours of
operation, please see Melody
Hayward, or Claudia Little. We can
always use more hands!
If anyone is interested in providing
flowers or décor for the sanctuary on
Sunday, please sign up in the court.
Anything goes – here’s a chance to
use your creativity! If your flowers
are in memory or honor of someone
and would like that information
included in the bulletin, please
provide it to Maghen Beck
(secretary) by Tuesday morning
prior to the designated Sunday.
Marian Clark, Carol Shaffer, Mary
Searle, Lori Little, Jadyn Little (AB
Girls), and Claudia Little attended
the ABWM of NYS convention in
Binghamton. They brought home
some great ideas, lots of new

First Baptist welcomed ABMen-USA
treasurer and ABMen-NY Growth
Chairman, Dave Cross, on Sunday, April
15. Dave not only brought a word for the
congregation also stayed to address our men in a small
group setting. Eleven of our brothers joined Dave and
Pastor Lynn as we discussed the work and purpose of a
men's fellowship group. Bill Beck was voted in as Area 1
(Allegany/
Cattaraugus)
Vice
President
and
representative. Going forward, we pray that this
fellowship will grow as the men of our church and possibly
some of our neighbor churches form bonds with each other
and reach out to our community.
We will focus our efforts on discipleship and service. With
this twofold approach we pray that there will an
opportunity for every man to feel wanted and for each man
to apply his gifts whether they be wisdom, encouragement,
or a helping hand. Stay tuned for additional news and
events.
The Annual ABMen's Conference will be held August
10-12 at Keuka College on Keuka Lake, registration info

friends, a funny story or 2 and a
better picture of what our sisters
across NY State and the nation are
doing in their women’s work. If you
have an opportunity to chat with
them… please do so. This is an
annual event and all women of the
church family are invited to attend.
Why not start planning now?
A huge thank-you to everyone who
helped in any manner at the Spring
Market. It was another success, and
with the Fall Market, has become a
good source of financial support for
the ABW ministries. We’re always
looking for suggestions and more
helpers. Please let Lori Little know
if you might be interested.
The next meeting will be May 20th
at 12:15 when we will share a light
lunch, hear the results of the Spring
Market, make some plans for the
future, and just plain have a good
time.

will be coming out in the next few months. Please consider
setting apart a weekend to attend this event, there will be
food, fishing, and fun along with encouraging speakers
and men from all over the state who share our love for
Christ.
Our men's fellowship will be open to all men, be
encouraged to invite friends from other churches and your
friends from the community.
The men's group will again host a Ladies Breakfast May
13th 8:00-9:30. All ladies are invited to join and enjoy a
meal before worship, please RSVP in the court or on our
church Facebook page. Men and boys who would like to
join our team of cooks contact Bill Beck. There will be
opportunities to serve in meal prep ahead of time and in
morning of cooking/serving.
Our next meeting is to be announced, after our discussion
on the 15th we felt it better to meet in the mornings before
worship. Meetings will include a light breakfast option as
we break bread together and seek ways to serve those
around us.

Youth Ministry Updates and Opportunities:
Camps
If you haven't checked out our camp display yet please do there are many great
opportunities this season for youth to enjoy a Christian camping experience. We are happy
to offer 3 camp choices this summer, pick one or try them all!
Camp Vick will host campers for 3 weeks this year, camps will be held in late July and
early August. Grab a schedule today and check out the dates and themes for 2018!
Bliss Summit Bible Camp will be a new to us offering in the camping ministry. Bliss, NY is located about 35
miles north of Cuba and you can visit them on the web at blisssummit.com. Registrations will be offered for any
families who may like to send youth to this camp. Bliss Summit has been in the camping business for many years
and this season 5 camps will be offered during the month of July.
“Jesus is my Banner!” will be out Camp JYC theme this year as we celebrate 35 years of camping fun and
friendships. Camp will be August 3-5 at a registration fee of $65 per child. JYC remains a 100% volunteer camp
staffed by our First Baptist family and friends, if you are interested in joining the team please contact Bill or
Maghen Beck. There are positions available for overnight duties, days only help, and with the kitchen staff. There
is always a need for contributions to the overhead costs of camp in the way of monetary donations or supplies for
meals and crafts for those who might not be able to join us in person.

* Remember scholarships are available for campers to all camps. *
Trip
This spring our youth are invited to attend "Bunk with Beasts", an overnight lock-in at Seneca
Park Zoo of Rochester. This program offers a unique experience including a private tour of the
zoo, meeting the animals, and a sleepover in the zoo itself! Youth in grades 3 (not requiring a
booster seat) and up are welcome to attend and invite their friends. We leave from Cuba First
Baptist at 3 p.m. on Saturday, May 19 and return between noon and 1 p.m. on Sunday. Please find the full
registration packets for cost and details on the table in the court or print one off today from our website. Space
will be limited to the number of chaperones and transportation available. Interested chaperones should contact
Bill Beck at (585) 307-4792 or Melissa Grover at (585) 610-7082 as soon as possible.

Church Family Fun
June 3rd will mark the end of another year in our beloved small groups. To celebrate
another fun year Sunday Small Groups will host a family picnic at Chamberlain Park
(unless there are little league playoffs). All are welcome to join us and fellowship
with games, food, and fun. Please RSVP by May 27th so that we can provide enough
food for everyone. Call Bill Beck (585.307.4792), sign up in the court, or register
online with Facebook events.

Musings of a Church Mouse
I think I promised that it would
be spring soon…sorry – I didn’t
mean to mislead you. But May
brings May Flowers…right?
Before I forget, at the end of
March there was a really nice
Sunday. It started with 18 men
and boys having breakfast
together. They enjoyed talking
to each other and had a guest
speaker who talked about things
he had done –he travels a lot and
loves to get men together to see
how they can uplift each other.
It’s times like these I kind of
wish I had a few more mice to
chat with – but don’t worry – I
won’t invite any…I’m pretty
happy with my life as it is. That
same day, there was a great
turnout for church and they all
called out and waved Palms in
the air; So many were smiling.
That evening the men in the
church and the community came
together again. There was a cool
band that led music and a time
for the Kevin DeVrie (the
gentleman who came to
breakfast too) to share his story.
Altogether, I counted 40 who
attended. It was a wonderful
time for all.
April was a busy month, starting
with Easter. It was so nice to see
so many people in church. I had
a hard time finding a place to
hide, but I did and really enjoyed
myself. Pastor Alex can yell
really loud! It was so exciting
when everyone responded too.
Before the dust had hardly
settled (literally), the church was
once again transformed into a
lovely market! For nearly 2 full

days, there was furniture
moving, lots of cooking, people
coming and going and some
great things to look at. The ABW
organizes this twice a year, but it
never ceases to amaze me.
People could buy just about
anything they could think of, and
the food……it was endless. By
Saturday night, there were some
pretty tired ladies…but I heard
them say it was worth it, and
they’ve already started planning
the one for the Fall. It takes a lot
of people to pull this one off, and
my church always rises to the
occasion.
The next week, there was a new
group meeting after the Sunday
school people went home. I
heard Pastor Lynn say it was the
Advisory council. They all
talked about where they want to
see our church go in the future
and how we can get there.
I am a little sad….my friend
Lindsey Scott, who used to come
to the church at least 2 times
every day isn’t coming anymore.
She’s still coming to church on
Sunday, but she isn’t feeling
well and felt that it was time to
“turn in her keys”. She did SO
much – everything from
monitoring the heat, to turning
lights on (and off) and being sure
that the doors were locked and
unlocked when they should be. I
really want to hug her, but not
sure about that one…..but I
know you will all want to thank
her for her years of service. We
have been very blessed to have
her here – everyday. It will be
quite a process to verify all the
things she did continue.

One Friday afternoon, I heard
quite a commotion in the
kitchen. There were KIDS in
there! (and some happy ladies
too). They spend a couple of
hours cooking together. They
made some delicious muffins
(yes, kids do spill a little) and
some great smelling soup. The
muffins will be served at Sunday
coffee time and the soup will go
into the Table Ministry’s
stockpile to be given out to those
who can use a little cheer and a
meal. The kids were really
excited to be a part of this. I
think I heard that they’re going
to do it again. (I’ll be watching).
I have to get this to Maghen, but
I do know that the kids are
coming for another movie on the
20th. I’ll let you know how it
went, but I am planning on lots
of laughing, happy kids and
adults and selfishly – maybe a
few dropped crumbs of popcorn.
I’m so glad that our church
family likes to do things
together, and finds things for all
ages.
I’m really hoping that by the
time you are reading this, your
windows are open, the birds are
singing and the flowers are
jumping through the earth. I
look forward to warmer days and
sunshine streaming in the
windows. That warmth reminds
me of the love that I feel in my
church, and how grateful I am to
be a part of Cuba First Baptist.
Thank you again for allowing
me to be a part of it.
As Always,
Your Church Mouse

Prayer Requests:
Duke (Sheila Burnett’s husband) - had surgery on 4/23, Lindsay Scott, - home now, but still weak and recuperating
- if you visit, please use the Chapel St Door, Peyton (Kathy Glover’s granddaughter), Bert Tidlund and Mickie
Tidlund - Bert continues to rehab at home. Both Bert and Mickie could sure use a card, call or visit, Harold
Bowker, - Harold has been in CMH, but was hoping to go home on the week-end, Fred and Linda
Goldthwait, Ruth Davis, Jeff Mann (Guy & Lori Mann’s brother/ brother-in-law), Sandy Beard, Michael Hayes
(nephew of Alice Resch and Katy Harbeck), Susan Stoddard (Sallie Miller’s sister), Carol Halstead, (Strong
Hospital), Sandy Lathrop, Skip Wilday’s college friend’s son, Stephen Berichon, is still missing abroad.
Also special prayers for Carol Halstead. Carol has been placed in palliative care at Strong Hospital. The cancer
has spread to her brain. This has been such a long journey for Carol and she has fought the hard fight. Please be
with her husband David, and all of the family as they walk with Carol through her final days. May they feel our
arms around them, and the spirit of God within them.
After an unsuccessful procedure at Roswell yesterday, Duke Burnett returned home with a return appointment
scheduled for next Monday. During the night, he became very ill, and is currently in OGH. Sheila thinks he may
be transferred to Roswell as it becomes possible. Please continue to pray for Duke, Sheila, family and the
health care team as they search for answers.
Remember in Care Facilities
Cuba Memorial Hospital - Gene Case, Doc Gilroy
Batavia VA- Dennis Chamberlain
Eden Heights- Helen Swift, Betty Parker
Highland Healthcare (Wellsville) - John Hoagland
Livingston Cty. Center for Nursing & Rehab. - Katie
Hamilton Manor Hills (Wellsville) - Elva Gross
Pines (Olean) - Connie Battistoni
Wellsville Manor- Flora Prentice, JoAnne Hoagland
St. Luke Health Services (Oswego) - Beverly Abbott

Special Interest Missionaries
David and Joyce Reed, IberoAmerica and
Caribbean
Dan and Sarah Chetti, Lebanon
*All those serving in the military, police, and
firemen.
*All those in and outside of our congregation
who may not be listed but need the healing
power of the Spirit.

May Birthday’s
3rd – Ray Perkins
4th – Susan Jeffers
5th – Carole Mohilewsky, Ken Miller, Paul
Jeffers
8th – Claudia Little
11th – Brownie Lewandowski
12th – Marian Freer, Judy Karst

14th - Carol Shaffer, Larry Wise
16th - Alison Lewandowski
17th - Sheila Freeman
21st - Natalie Goble
24th - Brian Lewandowski
25th - Penny Anne Greene
28th - Madison Morehouse

The Rummage Rooms is in need of spring and summer items for men, women, children, and infants.
Infants and children’s items of any type are always in short supply and welcome.
The ladies are also creating a “professional section” that will offer items suitable for men and
women as they attend job interviews, or begin a new job that their wardrobe may not be suited for.
Please consider this new need as you tackle that spring-cleaning. Thank you again for all your support. The
rummage rooms continue to service a large community.
We ARE the Hands and Feet of Jesus. The Rummage Rooms are open every Friday and Saturday from 9-12.

Please keep the Food Pantry in mind as you shop. Don’t know what to get? There is a shopping list
on the table in the Court for your convenience. If you would like to give a monetary donation, please
make checks payable to “Cuba Food Pantry” and mail to North Park Wesleyan Church Attn: Pastor
Megan Cusumano 32 Spring St. Cuba, NY 14727. Thank you!

Meetings of Boards and Committees at a glance:
American Baptist Women - 5/20/2018 at 12:15 p.m. Light lunch provided.
Christian Board of Education - 5/21/18 at 6:30 p.m.
Diaconate - 5/9/18 at 6:00 p.m.
Trustee - 5/14/2018 at 6:00 p.m.
A little something for your funny bone submitted by Esther Hardman
Most seniors do not get enough exercise. In His wisdom, God decreed that seniors become forgetful,
so they would have to search for their glasses, keys, and other things, thus making them walk more.
And God looked down and saw it was good.
Then God saw there was another need. In His wisdom, He made seniors lose their coordination, so they would
drop things, requiring them to bend, reach, and stretch. And God looked down and saw that it was good.
Then God considered the function of bladders and decided seniors would have additional calls of nature,
requiring more trips to the bathroom, thus providing more exercise. God looked down and saw it was good.
So, if you find as you age, you are getting up and down more, remember it is God’s will.

Blessings Abound! A Missional Moment Announcement

We have recently learned of a $1200 award from the Dr. Lyle F. Renodin Foundation courtesy of the Franciscan
Sisters of Allegany, NY. These funds will allow us to more richly bless others with two of our missional projects
and contribute to the Camp Vick scholarships. Money for Love the Little Children will allow us to give WIC
clients an additional package of diapers. 36 backpacks can be purchased for our Summer 2018 Pencils and
Crayons missional project. Giving non-congregational children an opportunity to attend Camp Vick, funding is
also available for Camp Vick scholarships. We are so thankful for this funding and thank the Renodin Foundation
for their generosity!
“Oh, that men would give thanks to the LORD for His goodness,
and for His wonderful works to children of men!” Psalm 107:21

There is no Interview this month but we will have a new one for you next month in our summer June/July issue.

